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What does CBEAR do?

• CBEAR was selected through a national competition and was 
funded by USDA’s Economic Research in October 2014.  

• CBEAR applies behavioral science and tests with 
experimental design to understand the values and decision-
making process of  farmers, ranchers, and landowners 
(USDA’s customers).

• CBEAR works with agri-environmental program 
administrators to improve program design and environmental 
outcomes                            … all while reducing program costs. 
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Ongoing CBEAR projects

1. Cost-share in nutrient management programs in Delaware 
and Texas
– Defaults increased the cost share that farmer’s were willing to pay 

by 9 percentage points. 

– Social comparisons increased the likelihood of  submitting a bid 
by 40.4%.  

2. Developing cost-effective framing  and nudges for 
voluntary water use reporting in Georgia.



Ongoing CBEAR projects

3. Working with FSA and NRCS on a national effort to 
enroll farmers with histosol soils (high GHG 
emissions) in conservation programs.

4. Use of  ‘reverse’ auctions and other cost-effective 
techniques to deliver more conservation for the same 
cost in county, state, and federal programs.



Ongoing CBEAR projects

5. Benefits and challenge of  using 
food labels related to agri-
environmental production 
processes.

6. Increasing consumer demand in 
response to food products that 
have positive environmental 
externalities in the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Bays.



Ongoing CBEAR projects

7. Letters and social comparison to farmers 
encouraging CRP renewal.
– If  best message sent to all eligible farmers with expiring CRP 

contracts, an additional 187,300 acres would enroll in the 
CRP at a cost of  $0.15 per additional acre.

8. How to effectively display water quality 
information to improve agri-environmental 
outcomes in Vermont, Rhode Island, and 
Delaware.



How Can CBEAR Help You?

• What problems are you facing?

– Low program participation?

– Need to reach out to new constituents?

– Resistance to a new program or initiative?

– Challenges with program application process?

– Adding an innovative evaluation piece for a RCPP proposal.

– What technical assistance techniques work best.

– OMB’s call for “Evidence of  Success”

• We can work together to improve program design and 
measure the impacts.



How Much Does CBEAR Cost?

• USDA-ERS already has provided financial support for 
the time for CBEAR to develop designs.
– I’m currently on part-time leave from UD to serve as Senior 

Scholar and advisor on behavioral science for USDA.

• Projects are developed in coordination with existing 
programs, thus program covers the payments to 
landowners as part of  its normal operations.

• CBEAR gives priority to promising projects that have the 
necessary internal support, and data available to make the 
project come to fruition.



Learn More and Get Started

• Behavioral Insight Briefs

• Podcasts - “Nudges in the 
Right Direction” 

– Hosted by Michael McGrath

• Lunch & Learn sessions in DC 

– Webinars

• Call for collaborations

• Talk with us

– Kent (302-831-1316)

– Paul (410-516-5127)



For more information go to: 

www.centerbear.org

Contact Kent Messer

messer@udel.edu


